MetrolLink Train Collision
September 12, 2008

Joseph Castro
Battalion Chief
Los Angeles Fire Department

= o
TR
o



* 31 Years on the LAFD

* Firefighter, Apparatus Operator
* Captain |, Captain |l
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* Homeland Security Division

" TEEX/NERRTC

' Current Assignment: Commander of
t he L AP Bdtalion5- Hollywood
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The City of Los Angeles ...

470 Square Miles
Third Busiest Port
Fifth Busiest International Airport
4 Million People
40,000 City Employees
Public Safety Triad
" LAPD
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* Metrolink passenger train consisted of a
locomotive, 3 passenger coaches

* The UP Freight train consisted of 2
locomotives and 17 freight cars.

* Prior to arriving at Chatsworth Station
operating on signal indications, Metrolink
train received an advance approach signal
advising the engineer to be prepared to stop
at the second signal.
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Metrolink train failed to stop at CP Topanga and ran
through the switch. As a result the Metrolink train
entered into the path of the opposing UP train

UP freight train operating eastward at 41 mph had
just exited tunnel 28.

Metrolink train operating at 43 mph continued into
the 6 degree curve and collided with UP freight

train.



An Unfair Fight

Freight train mep- = Metrolink train

17 cars 2 lpcomotives 1 locomative Jears
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Point of impact , -
Approximate length: 1000 ! Aporoximate lengt 300,

L7 cars: Cargo weight unknown 2 locomotives: 545,000 pounds each Locomtive; 280,000 pounds 3 passenger cars: 112,000 pounds each
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